This book has a practical approach to clinical topics with emphasis given to preoperative assessment, perioperative anaesthetic management and patient monitoring. It gives relevant information about surgical technique and common complications and includes all the common surgical conditions and procedures.
The chapters are well set-out, with coverage of basic physiology, pharmacology and equipment for monitoring and cardiac assistance. In particular the section on echocardiography provides a good grounding for learning about its use in perioperative cardiac monitoring.
Generally the information is given in an easily readable and accessible format. The depth of coverage of topics is well aimed for training registrars wanting a good understanding of basic principles, practical aspects of patient care and the reasoning behind management strategies. The case study examples given are useful in considering the clinical applications of the principles covered in each chapter, especially when discussed with senior colleagues. There is good use of tables to summarize important topics, and clear illustrations and echocardiographic pictures to demonstrate the subject matter.
Unfortunately the book is let down partially by some unusual and somewhat confusing analogies in the first chapter. There are also an a number of errors which appeared to be typos occurring throughout the book mostly in relation to specific numbers and classifications. It appeared that the book was not proofread critically by a person with detailed knowledge of the subject.
At $130.90 this book represents good value for money for someone commencing work in this area. It would also be a useful addition to any teaching hospital anaesthetic library. Clinicians wanting a more in depth knowledge will need to refer to more comprehensive texts.
J. Bruce This is Volume 22 in the Advances in Anaesthesia series and covers a number of diverse topics including postoperative cognitive dysfunction, prophylaxis of postoperative nausea and vomiting, perioperative and pre-emptive analgesia, ethical issues in anaesthetic practice, anaesthesia outside the operating theatre, vascular access in the paediatric patient, operating room efficiency and anaesthesia for deep brain stimulation. The diversity of topics means that different parts of the book will have varying degrees of interest for individual anaesthetists. Also, the fact that it is entirely based on the American model would mean that some chapters such as operating room efficiency and office-based anaesthesia have limited application in Australia and New Zealand.
The chapters on cognitive dysfunction, postoperative nausea and vomiting, perioperative and preemptive analgesia are reasonably up-to-date reviews of current concepts and are useful overviews with good references. The chapters on brain stimulation and paediatric vascular access are very basic "how to" descriptions. The chapter on ethical issues is excellent even with its American bias. It presents several scenarios, which can be extrapolated to any anaesthetic practice. This chapter or something similar should be required reading for all Anaesthetists who profess to be doctors and not mere technicians.
Overall, the book has a diversity of topics, some of which are covered in a basic manner. Consequently, I think it would be a good book for departmental libraries. However, I am unsure whether it represents good value for the individual anaesthetist. This CD-ROM provides the reviewer with five textbooks relating to the practice of adult cardiac
